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Physiotherapy Education Accreditation Canada

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025

URIEL PIERRE, President
DEBI FRANCIS, Past-President
DEB PALMER, Director of Finance
JACKY CHOW, Member-at-Large
SHAWNA O’HEARN, Member-at-Large
MICHAEL STEWART, Member-at-Large

PEAC STAFF 2025

SIMONE GRUENIG, Executive Director
JESSICAL PILON-BIGNELL, Program Manager, PT
KATHLEEN RAUM, Program Manager, OTA & PTA EAP
MEGAN OGLE, Administrative Assistant

About PEAC

PEAC is a federal not-for-profit corporation. Business is conducted according to the PEAC Bylaws, and the
governance structure developed to comply with the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act. This
structure ensures accountability and transparency with respect to decision-making.

The mission of PEAC is to ensure and advance high-quality physiotherapy, occupational therapist assistant,
and physiotherapist assistant education by accrediting programs through rigorous, collaborative, and anti-
oppressive practices. We rely heavily on volunteers to ensure the required work is achievable fiscally. We
are very grateful for the support, participation, and engagement we see from our volunteers and, in many
cases, from workplaces which support participation of those volunteers in the work conducted by PEAC.

Our Strategic Plan

Our strategic plan, that was effective 2021-2025, was extended until 2026 and a new strategic plan will
come into affect 2027-2032. The strategic plan guides the organization, our staff, and our members in all
that we do and provides a benchmark against which to measure our activities.

Given the diversity of health professionals and the populations served by health professionals, it is crucial
that equity, diversity, and inclusion be at the forefront of our minds. Together, we are working to make
PEAC a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive organization that flourishes on the exchange of ideas from
different perspectives, cultural backgrounds, and systems of knowing.

PEAC
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Our Strategic Priorities

+ Promote quality and
innovation in education
and accreditation

+ Integrate transparent
communications across
accreditation processes

« Demonstrate a culture
of continuous quality

Wark with stakeholders
in the advancement of
collective interests

Build authentic
relationships with
diverse individuals and
communities

Foster effective national

« Ensure responsible
stewardship and
financial sustainability

s Apply principles of
good governance to
PEAC's governance
model

+ Develop and apply an

improvement and international equity, diversity, and

accreditation inclusion strategy

partnerships across all aspects of the
organization, including

Communicate the work a focus on addressing

of PEAC to stakeholders raciem and
discrimination

Our Values
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Our Accreditation Programs

The Board of Directors oversees two accreditation programs, the Physiotherapy Accreditation Program
(PEAC) and the Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant Education Accreditation
Program (OTA & PTA EAP). Our accreditation work dovetails with other national organizations including
the Association of Accrediting Agencies of Canada (AAAC), the Canadian Association of Occupational
Therapy (CAOT), the Canadian Physiotherapy Regulators (CPR), the Canadian Council of Physiotherapy
University Programs (CCPUP), the Canadian Occupational Therapist Assistant & Physiotherapist Assistant
Educators Council (COPEC), and the Canadian Physiotherapy Association (CPA). PEAC, together with CPTR,
CCPUP, and CPA form the National Physiotherapy Advisory Group (NPAG).

Message from the President

Friends, partners, it gives me great joy to share with you highlights of what we were
able to accomplish over the past year, as we continued implementing changes to
strengthen our organization and uphold our raison d’étre in an ever-evolving world.

The transition is well on its way, and we are constantly reminded of the importance of
our task in providing accurate records of the state of the accrediting our profession
across the country. Our leadership in that field has been well established over the past
few decades, and it is with pride that we are upholding this position. In our timeline,
this couldn’t be achieved without updates to the PEAC and OTA & PTA EAP policies and
procedures to enable efficiencies and support for the programs as well as our partners.

This past year, the Board reaffirms its commitment to social justice by approving the Corporate Bilingual
Language Policy, which recognizes and respects Canada’s linguistic duality, proposing that all forward-
facing corporate communications and activities be accessible in both French and English.

To look ahead with confidence and excitement over new challenges to come, the Board also approved
new Mission and Vision statements:

Mission: To ensure and advance high-quality physiotherapy, occupational therapist assistant, and
physiotherapist assistant education by accrediting programs through rigorous, collaborative, and anti-
oppressive practices.

Vision: To be a catalyst for advancing physiotherapy and occupational therapist assistant (OTA) and
physiotherapist assistant (PTA) programs toward the highest standards of education, fostering inclusive,
equitable, and diverse learning environments that contribute to a healthier, more inclusive society.

These statements are proudly displayed on our new website that was launched in the fall.

Finally, despite these challenging economic times, the Board considered it to be essential to approve
funding for the revision of the Physiotherapy and Physiotherapy Assistant Competency Profiles,
recognizing how much these professions have evolved. To remain a leader in our field, we must
understand these changes so we can better support the programs that are putting them into practice.

Thank you again for your renewed support over the years, as we look forward to the future.
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Respectfully submitted,

Uriel Pierre PT, M. Sc., M.A.P.
PEAC President

June 2026
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Accreditation of Physiotherapy Education Programs

Overview

In December 2025, fifteen (15) of Canada’s entry-to-practice physiotherapy education programs held
accreditation status and one (1) held pre-accreditation status. Accreditation awards are granted by the
Accreditation Committee following each accreditation review and progress review.

Accreditation is a six-year cycle. Between full reviews, programs may be required to submit progress
reports in response to requests to provide information about progress towards full compliance with the
accreditation standards. In 2025, two (2) education programs completed full accreditation reviews
(Dalhousie University and the University of Manitoba) and one (1) education programs completed a pre-
accreditation review (Université du Québec a Trois-Rivieres). 4 education programs submitted progress
reports which were reviewed by the Accreditation Committee.

Message from the Chair of the Accreditation Committee

Looking back on 2025 provides an opportunity to reflect on the work of the
Accreditation Committee and all the Physiotherapy programs across the country.
As we all know, accreditation is often described as being both a process (a
mechanism for continuous quality improvement) and a condition (state of
accreditation). The Accreditation Committee similarly has taken the approach that
while as an entity it makes decisions, it too needs to engage in continuous
improvement. As a committee, we have been exploring additional opportunities

for professional development relating to social justice and transformative change
at the Individual and collective level so we are better able to review the new standards.

In 2025, we held four (4) virtual meetings and had some turnover of membership. We said farewell to
Jason Vogelsang, from Saskatchewan, after three (3) years of service as CAPR Member. We welcomed
Guillaume Desroches, from Trois Rivieres, as CCPUP member. The following members were re-
appointed for additional terms: Gordon Griffith as External Member, Kate Grosweiner as CPA Member,
and Myrene Lychek as Public Member. Kate Grosweiner was voted in as Vice-Chair for a second term, as
well as myself as Chair for a second year. We would like to thank the Accreditation Committee
Succession Planning Subcommittee, under the leadership of Lindsay Beavers, for their work.

The following policies were revised and approved by the PEAC Board:

e TOR-08 Accreditation Committee Terms of Reference

e TOR-11 Accreditation Committee Succession Planning Subcommittee Terms of Reference
e ACC-05 Distributed Education

e ACC-07 Appointment of Peer Review Team and Chair

The following guides and handbooks were revised and approved by the Accreditation Committee:

PEAC
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¢ Accreditation Committee Community Guidelines
e GUIDE-12 Principles of the Accreditation of Distributed Education Sites
e FORMSSR 3.1

In 2025, two (2) full reviews and one (1) pre-accreditation review took place and were brought before
the committee. In 2026, there will be one (1) accreditation review and two (2) focused reviews for new
distributed sites. A big thank you to the Peer Review Team volunteer members for their work on the
reviews.

Thank you to all members of the Accreditation Committee for their dedication to upholding the rigour of
accreditation processes thereby ensuring the quality of physiotherapy programs in Canada.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Roots, PT
Chair, Accreditation Committee

June 2026
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PHYSIOTHERAPY ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2025

ROBIN ROOTS (Chair)
National Association for Clinical Education in Physiotherapy

KATE GROSWEINER (Vice-Chair)
Canadian Physiotherapy Association

LINDSAY BEAVERS
Faculty Member

RICHARD DEBIGARE
Additional Member

GUILLAUME DESROCHES (effective April 1, 2025)
Canadian Council of Physiotherapy University Programs

ELISE DUCHESNE
Faculty Member

GORDON GRIFFITH
External Accreditor

MARIAMA KEITA
Recent Physiotherapy Graduate Member

MERCERINA (MYRENE) LYCHEK
Public Member

ANNA-MARIE NIELSEN
Additional Member

CATHERINE (CASSIE) PROCHNAU
Public Member

JASON VOGELSANG (until June 2025)
Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators
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Affiliated Education Programs

The following describes the accreditation status for entry-to-practice physiotherapy education
programs in Canada as of December 31, 2025. For contact information and details about levels of
accreditation, please see the PEAC website.

British Columbia

e University of British Columbia, Master of Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Complaint)

Alberta

e University of Alberta, Master of Science in Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

Saskatchewan

e University of Saskatchewan, Master of Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

Manitoba

e University of Manitoba, Master of Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

Ontario

e McMaster University, Master of Science (Physiotherapy) Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

e Queen’s University, Master of Science in Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

e Université d’Ottawa, Programme de maitrise s sciences de la santé en physiothérapie
(Accreditation — Fully Compliant)

e University of Toronto, Master of Science in Physiotherapy Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

e  Western University, Master of Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation — Fully Compliant)

Québec

e  McGill University, Master of Science, Applied, in Physical Therapy Program (Accreditation —
Fully Compliant)

e Université Laval, Programme continuum baccalauréat-maitrise en physiothérapie
(Accreditation — Fully Compliant)

e Université de Montréal, Programme continuum baccalauréat-maitrise en professionnelle en
physiothérapie (Accreditation — Fully Compliant)
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e Université du Québec a Chicoutimi, Programme de maitrise en sciences appliquées
(physiothérapie) (Accreditation — Fully Compliant)

e Université de Sherbrooke, Programme de maitrise en physiothérapie (Accreditation —
Probationary Status)

Nova Scotia

e Dalhousie University, Master of Science (Physiotherapy) Program (Accreditation — Fully
Compliant)

The following describes the pre-accreditation status for entry-to-practice physiotherapy education
programs in Canada as of December 31, 2025. For contact information and details about levels of
accreditation, please see the PEAC website.

Québec

e Université du Québec a Trois-Riviéres, Continuum baccalauréat-maitrise en
physiothérapie
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Accreditation of Occupational Therapist Assistant and
Physiotherapist Assistant Education Programs

Overview

The Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant Education Accreditation Program
(OTA & PTA EAP) is responsible for the accreditation of OTA and PTA education programs in Canada.

The Canadian Association of Occupational Therapy (CAOT) and PEAC govern the OTA & PTA EAP. The
process of accreditation is addressed by the Joint Accreditation Committee (JAC) in partnership with staff,
and the day-to-day operations of the program are overseen by the Program Manager. CAOT and PEAC are
the accreditation agencies for Canadian occupational therapist and physiotherapist education programs,
respectively. PEAC administers the OTA & PTA EAP.

In most provinces and some territories, graduating from an accredited education program is one of the
requirements for registration as a regulated health professional. However, with the exception of Québec
where Physiotherapy Technologists (Phys. T.) are regulated by the Ordre professionnel de Ia
physiothérapie du Québec (OPPQ), OTAs and PTAs are not required to register with an occupational
therapist or physiotherapist regulatory body. Although accreditation is a voluntary process, the
accreditation of OTA and PTA education programs can provide the public, employers, and students with
assurance of quality. This was one of the reasons publicly funded OTA and PTA education program
coordinators approached CAOT and PEAC about developing an independent and objective accreditation
process over two decades ago. The first education programs to pilot the new accreditation process were
accredited in 2012.

As of December 31, 2025, twenty-two (22) OTA & PTA education programs were affiliated with the OTA
& PTA EAP; twenty (20) programs held accreditation status, two (2) program held candidacy status, and
two (2) programs had accredited distributed education sites. Four (4) of these programs were in their third
six-year accreditation cycle, and twelve (12) of these programs were in their second, six-year accreditation
cycle, demonstrating the commitment of these programs to the accreditation process and quality
education.

The OTA & PTA EAP is committed to following the Guidelines for Good Practice in the Accreditation of
Professional Programs as developed by the Association of Accrediting Agencies of Canada (AAAC). The
OTA & PTA EAP’s current Strategic Plan is designed to meet the following four outcomes:

1. Efficient, fair accreditation process;

2. Quality improvement embedded in all activities;

3. Sustainable OTA & PTA EAP; and

4. Strengthened interested and affected party relations.

We continue our practice of frequent meetings and discussions to ensure that policies in place are both
flexible to accommodate the wide variety of education delivery models within this group of education

June 2026
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programs and consistently applied to ensure that all programs are deemed to demonstrate compliance
with the established accreditation standards in the same way.

Message from the Chair of the Joint Accreditation Committee

The Joint Accreditation Committee (JAC) for OTA and PTA accreditation is a
standing committee of both PEAC and CAOT. The JAC is responsible for
implementing and evaluating the policies and procedures of the OTA & PTA EAP.

2025 Activities and Achievements

This year has seen continued progress in our commitment to excellence and
efficiency in accreditation:

¢ Accreditation Standards Implementation: Following the release of the 2023
Accreditation Standards for Canadian Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant
Education Programs, 2025 marked their practical application. One program successfully completed
its candidacy status application against these standards. Additionally, two programs completed a full
accreditation review against the 2023 Standards, with the accreditation status set to be officially
awarded in 2026. All accreditation reviews going forward in 2026 will be reviewed against the 2023
Standards.

e Operational Improvements: We have continued to refine our JAC policies, procedures, and guides.
These updates are focused on improving the clarity, timeliness, and overall efficiency of our
accreditation processes for all partners.

¢ Simulation Hours Working Group: Building discussions regarding the challenges of securing clinical
placement opportunities, work continued with the Simulation Hours Working Group. This group is
exploring how simulation can be effectively incorporated into the accreditation standards for
fieldwork hours.

Committee Membership

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the departing members for their dedicated service and
welcome new voices to the committee:

e Farewell: We said farewell to Alison Douglas (CAOT Staff Liaison), who made significant
contributions to the JAC over her 10+ years as CAOT Liaison, and Siri Marken (OTA/PTA Educator —
COPEC Member), who sat on the JAC for two years. We are deeply grateful for their thoughtful
perspectives and the time they dedicated to the JAC.

¢ Welcome: We are pleased to welcome Haidee Law as the new CAOT Staff Liaison.
Looking Ahead to 2026

The upcoming year will be busy for the OTA & PTA EAP, with five (5) accreditation reviews scheduled for
2026.

|IiIIIIIIIII
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Acknowledgments and Appreciation

The work of the JAC is only possible through the immense generosity and commitment of our
volunteers. | would like to express my deepest appreciation to all committee members who volunteer
their time to ensure excellence in OTA/PTA education through the accreditation process.

| especially want to thank the Peer Review Team members whose expertise and objective evaluations
enable the accreditation process to function effectively. Finally, | am grateful for the ongoing hard work
and support of the OTA PTA EAP staff, Kathleen Raum (OTA & PTA EAP Program Manager) and Megan
Ogle (Administrative Assistant), whose contributions are vital to our success.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Hall

Chair, Joint Accreditation Committee
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JOINT ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2025

MARK HALL, PT (Chair)
PEAC

STEFANY KAWKA (Chair Designate), OT
CAOT

DEBRA COOPER
OTA/PTA

TRACY DIGNUM, PT
OTA/PTA Educator — COPEC

ELISE GUEST
Public

SANDRA LAMB
OTA/PTA

SIRI MARKEN, OT (until October 2025)
OTA/PTA Educator — COPEC

SEAN MURPHY, OT
OTA/PTA Educator — COPEC

MEGHA SHARMA, OT
CAOT

CHRISTINE (CHRIS) SMERDON, PT
PEAC (Regulatory)

ALISON DOUGLAS, OT (until June 2025)
HAIDEE LAW (effective October 2025)
CAOT Staff Liaison (non-voting)

SIMONE GRUENIG, PT
PEAC Staff Liaison (non-voting)
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Affiliated Education Programs

The following occupational therapist assistant and physiotherapist assistant education programs held
accreditation status as of December 31, 2025. For contact information, please see the OTA & PTA EAP
website.

British Columbia (3)

e (Capilano University—Rehabilitation Assistant Program
e Okanagan College—Therapist Assistant Program
e Vancouver Community College—Occupational/Physical Therapist Assistant Program

Alberta (5)

e MacEwan University—Therapist Assistant Program

Medicine Hat College—Occupational/Physical Therapist Assistant Program

NorQuest College—Interdisciplinary Therapy Assistant Program

Red Deer Polytechnic—Occupational and Physical Therapist Assistant Program

SAIT Polytechnic—Rehabilitation Therapy Assistant Program

Ontario (8)

e Centennial College—Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant
Program

e College Boréal-programme Assistant de I'ergothérapeute et Assistant du
physiothérapeute

e Durham College—Occupational Therapist Assistant & Physiotherapist Assistant Program

e Fleming College—Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant
Program

e Georgian College—Occupational Therapist Assistant & Physiotherapist Assistant
Program

e Humber College—Occupational Therapist Assistant & Physiotherapist Assistant Program

e Mohawk College of Applied Arts & Technology—Occupational Therapist Assistant and
Physiotherapist Assistant Program

e Niagara College—Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant Program

Newfoundland (1)

e College of the North Atlantic—Rehabilitation Assistant Program

Nova Scotia (2)

e Nova Scotia Community College-Cumberland Campus—Occupational
Therapy/Physiotherapy Assistant Program

e Nova Scotia Community College-Lunenburg Campus—Occupational
Therapy/Physiotherapy Assistant Program
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Prince Edward Island (1)

e Holland College — Occupational Therapist Assistant and Physiotherapist Assistant
Program

The following occupational therapist assistant and physiotherapist assistant education program held
candidacy status as of December 31, 2025. For contact information please see the OTA & PTA EAP
website.

Alberta (1)

e Bow Valley College — Interdisciplinary Therapy Assistant Diploma Program

Ontario (1)

e Conestoga College Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning — Occupational
Therapist Assistant & Physiotherapist Assistant
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Recognition of Our Volunteers

In addition to the contributions made by Board members, PEAC and the OTA & PTA EAP is fortunate to
benefit from the participation of many other volunteers. We would like to acknowledge and thank many

individuals who supported our work of throughout the past year in various capacities, including those who

acted as members of Peer Review Teams throughout 2025:

PEAC

Michael Chan
Jacky Chow
Debi Francis
Mark Hall

PT Accreditation

Gabriela Abbud

Liliane Asseraf Pasin

Lesley Bainbridge

Lindsay Beavers

Chantal Besner

Andréanne Blanchette

Joni Boyd

Catherine Brodrique-Boisvert
Cathy Cuddington

Richard Debigaré

Janis Leonard
Shawna O’Hearn
Deb Palmer

Denis Pelletier

Guillaume Desroches
Elise Duchesne
Frédéric Duguay
Alison Greig

Gordon Griffith

Kate Grosweiner
Mark Hall

Mariama Keita
Myrene Lychek

Reta MacDonald
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Uriel Pierre
Cassie Prochnau
Michael Stewart

Sharon Switzer-Mclintyre

Bernadette Martin
Brenda Mori

Anna-Marie Nielsen
Cassie Prochnau
Elizabeth Rackow

Robin Roots

Sharon Switzer-Mclintyre

Jason Vogelsang
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OTA & PTA Accreditation

Lesley Bainbridge
Denise Connelly
Debra Cooper
Cathy Cuddington
Lisa Diamond-Burchuk
Tracy Dignum
Alison Douglas
Dianna Fong-Lee
Debi Francis
Irving Gold

Alison Greig

Elise Guest

Tina Gupta

Mark Hall

Cherie Henderson
Claire Hochfeld
Bruce Holmes
Trava Jobs
Stefany Kawka
Richard Kellowan
Sandra Lamb
Haidee Law

Reta MacDonald
Siri Marken

Kelly Martindale
Karen McIntosh
Sean Murphy
Uriel Pierre

Carin Plischke
Candi Raudebaugh
Miranda Setoguchi
Megha Sharma
Chris Smerdon

Sharon Switzer-Mclintyre

Renny Wheable
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Partnerships

The work of PEAC is supported and enriched by its relationships with the following organizations,
including but not limited to:

e The Association of Accrediting Agencies of Canada (AAAC)

e The Association of Canadian Occupational Therapy Regulatory Organizations (ACOTRO)
e The Association of Canadian Occupational Therapy University Programs (ACOTUP)

e The Black Physiotherapy Association (BPTA)

e The Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists (CAOT)

e The Canadian Physiotherapy Regulators (CPTR)

e The Canadian Council of Physiotherapy University Programs (CCPUP)

e The Canadian Physiotherapy Association (CPA)

e The Canadian OTA and PTA Educators Council (COPEC)

e The Indigenous Health Sub-Committee (IHS) of the Global Health Division (GHD) of CPA
e The National Association for Clinical Education in Physiotherapy (NACEP)

e The National Physiotherapist Assistant Assembly (NPAA) of CPA

e The National Physiotherapy Advisory Group (NPAG)

e The Queer Physiotherapist Collective (QPC)

It is a pleasure to work with all of you.
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